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Program Statutory Requirements

• 2008 Farm Bill

• Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR)

– Updated for BioPreferred Nov 2008

• Executive Order (EO) 13423

– Signed Jan 2007

– Recognized by Current Administration
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What’s in the FAR?

• FAR 23.403 Policy- Agencies shall assure 
the use of products containing recovered 
materials and biobased products to the 
maximum extent practicable without 
jeopardizing the intended use of the product 
while maintaining a satisfactory level of 
competition at a reasonable price. 
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What’s in the FAR?

• Think biobased from the start of an 
acquisition.

• Far 7.103(n)(2)- Comply with the policies 
regarding procurement of biobased 
products. 
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What’s in the FAR?

FAR 11.002(d)(1) - When agencies acquire 
products and services, various statutes and 
executive orders require consideration of:

• Biobased products
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What’s in the FAR?

• FAR 43.302(a)(68)(iii) - Monitoring 
contractor compliance with specifications 
or other contractual requirements 
requiring the delivery or use of biobased 
products. This must occur as part of the 
quality assurance procedures set forth in 
Part 46. 

http://acquisition.gov/far/current/html/FARTOCP46.html#wp226846
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What’s in the FAR?

• The biobased purchasing requirements apply to:
Direct purchases of products
Products supplied or used in the performance 
of a contract
Micro-purchases
Simplified acquisitions
Purchases of commercial items
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FAR Clauses -- Biobased

• 52.223-1  Biobased Product Certification 
• 52.223-2 Affirmative Procurement of 

Biobased Products Under Service and 
Construction Contracts
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Benefits

• Increase our energy security and independence

• Spur economic development

• Improve our environment

• Meet legislative mandates and regulatory requirements
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Biobased Construction Products

Water Tank Coatings
Diesel Fuel Additives
Hydraulic Fluids
Roof Coatings
Carpets
Plastic Insulation Foam
Composite Panels
Wood and Concrete Sealers

Web site:  http://www.biopreferred.gov
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Biobased Products:
Operations/Maintenance

Penetrating Lubricants

General Purpose De-icers

Hand Cleaners & Sanitizers

Adhesive & Mastic Removers

Fluid Filled Transformers

2-Cycle Engine Oils

Fertilizers
Sorbents

Greases

Metalworking Fluids
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Biobased Products:
Janitorial

Concrete and Asphalt Release Fluids

Floor Strippers

Films

Stationary Equipment Hydraulic Fluid

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaners

Glass Cleaners

Graffiti & Grease Removers

Dust Suppressants
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Biobased Products:
Miscellaneous

Bedding, Bed Linens and Towels

Disposable Cutlery

Disposable Containers

Firearm Lubricants

Bathroom and Spa Cleaners

Laundry Products

Lip Care Products



August 9-12, 2009
Linda Mesaros

Implementation is Key

• Law, Executive Order, FAR, and 
Procurement Policy are in place

• How do you actually implement and get 
agency personnel to buy biobased 
products?
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Target Stakeholders

• Senior Managers
• Procurement/Contracting Personnel
• Technical/Program Personnel
• Purchase Card Holders
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BioPreferred in New Administration

• Discussed during Secretary 
Vilsack's Senate 
confirmation hearing

• USDA letter to all Cabinet 
Heads

• Senator Harkin plans to call 
each Cabinet level 
department to testify to the 
Senate Agriculture 
Committee on its 
implementation progress
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Targeted Outreach

• Review FedBizOpps Daily
• Ascertain which contracts are biobased or not
• Collecting Data
• Data Indicates Agencies Are Not Placing 

Biobased in Their Contracts
• Follow-up with every POC in janitorial, operations, 

maintenance, and construction presolicitations and 
solicitations

• Educate and train them over the phone
• Very Worthwhile - Presolicitations Can Become

BioPreferred
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Contract Templates

• Construction
• Facilities operation and maintenance
• Janitorial
• Vehicle Maintenance
• All completed

Web site:  http://www.biopreferred.gov
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Agency Procurement Forecasts

• Review agency procurement forecasts for 
opportunities (Examples)

• USDA procurement forecast has biobased icon
• Contact procurement and technical/program 

personnel on those contracts that have 
biopreferred potential

• It is being done
• Follow-up, Follow-up
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Evaluation Factors

Model Source Selection Green Evaluation Factor

Sample Section L - Instruction to Offerors

Sample Section M - Technical Evaluation Factor 
Containing Green Purchasing Factors

It Is Being Done (Examples)
Web site:  http://www.biopreferred.gov
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New Life Cycle Checklist Tool

• Need to look at cost of a product over its useful life
• Compare

performance per unit used
safety and health considerations
environmental impacts
end of life fate

• Copies of Two-page Checklist and User Guide can 
be found at www.soybiobased.org/lifecyclechecklist

• Download a PDF or Word version

http://www.soybiobased.org/lifecyclechecklist
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Additional Implementation Initiatives

• Add Data Elements to Automated 
Procurement/Contract Writing Systems

It is Being Done (Example)

• FedBizOpps Synopsis with Language on 
Biobased Contracts

It is Being Done (Example)
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Additional Implementation Initiatives

• Scrub technical directives/manuals and add 
biobased language

It is Being Done (Example)
• Create fact sheets for technical/ requirements 

personnel
It is Being Done (Example)

• Web Based Training
Free
Available Now
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BioPreferred Program Tools for 
Purchase Card Holders

• Online training about BioPreferred and how to purchase 
these items

• Fact sheets/brochures
• http://www.biopreferred.gov website

– Online catalog of

BioPreferred items

http://www.biopreferred.gov
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For Further Information on 
Procurement and Understanding Contract   

Requirements          

Contact:

Linda Mesaros
Mesaros Associates, Inc.

linmesaros@aol.com
843-452-6428
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