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Buying GREEN with GSA!
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www.gsa.gov/green
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GSA Helps You Go Green
An Environmental Aisle has been added to 
GSA Advantage!® online shopping experience. The 
Environmental Aisle allows federal buyers with direct 
access to our variety of products offerings that contain 
environmental attributes, including energy efficient 
products. This is the latest effort to assist federal 
customers in making "green" purchases. GSA has 
identified environmentally and energy friendly 
products in its online purchasing system with a variety 
of symbols.

https://www.gsaadvantage.gov/advgsa/advantage/search/specialCategory.do?cat=ADV.ENV�


www.gsaadvantage.gov
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Biobased and BioPreferred



Biobased Products

• Legal basis: Farm Security and Rural 
Investment Act of 2002 section 9002, E.O. 
13423

• What’s required: Purchase USDA-
designated biobased products

• Directed USDA to develop and implement 
a plan for designating biobased products



FAR Clauses -- Biobased
• 52.223-1  Biobased Product 

Certification (effective December 7, 
2007)

• 52.223-2 Affirmative Procurement of 
Biobased Products Under Service and 
Construction Contracts  (effective 
December 7, 2007)
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Biobased

•Products composed in whole or in significant part of 
biological products, forestry materials, or renewable 
domestic agricultural materials, such as soybeans, corn, 
and flax
•Safer for the environment than their petroleum-based 
counterparts
•Usually biodegradable or recyclable

GSA Helps You Go Green
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BioPreferred
• Preferred procurement program for biobased

products that the USDA has mandated for purchase 
by the Government

• Voluntary labeling
• Specifies biobased content
• Products already designated by USDA include:

– Furniture
– Cleaning and industrial supplies
– Office supplies
– and more
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BioPreferred
• 3 criteria considered when designating products as 

BioPreferred
– Biobased items must be cost competitive with non-

biobased products
– Product performance
– Availability on commercial market
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Biobased Products on Schedule

• Schedule 72
– Recycled and/or biobased content flooring

• Schedule 73
– Cleaning products
– Bags
– Dinnerware and cutlery
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Energy Star/Energy Efficient



ENERGY STAR and Energy 
Efficient Products

• Energy Policy Act of 2005 requires Federal agencies 
to purchase ENERGY STAR and FEMP-designated 
energy efficient products

• Exception:  Head of agency determines, in writing, 
that
– Not cost effective over the life of the product or
– No product is reasonably available that meets the 

agency’s functional requirements



ENERGY STAR and Energy 
Efficient Products (Cont’d)

• Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 requires 
Federal agencies to purchase products using low wattages of 
power in standby mode and added additional energy efficiency 
standards for various products.

• Required DOE to create a list of products and wattage levels 
and for DOE or EPA to establish additional standards.

www.eere.energy.gov



ENERGY STAR and Energy 
Efficient Products (Cont’d)

• New ENERGY STAR web site for Federal purchasers:
www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=fed_agencies.fed_ag_in

dex
• Designed to assist Federal agencies in meeting the 

requirements to purchase Energy Star, FEMP-
designated, and EPEAT-registered products and those 
with low standby power.



FAR Clauses – Energy Star and Energy Efficient 
Products

• 52.223-14(b)(1)(viii) Terms and Conditions – Simplified 
Acquisitions (effective December 24, 2007)

• 52.223-15 Energy Efficiency in Energy-Consuming 
Products (effective December 24, 2007)
– Applies to products delivered, used in the 

performance of the work, furnished for government 
use, or specified in the design of a building or work.



Sample Contract Language
The Vendor Must:

Provide new and repaired computers, monitors, and integrated 
computer-monitor systems that earn the ENERGY STAR and are 
configured properly for automatic energy-saving features, as per 
current ENERGY STAR specifications. The vendor shall provide 
customer support with respect to power management features, such 
that these features remain properly enabled and repaired if a 
malfunction occurs. The vendor is encouraged to visit 
www.energystar.gov for complete product specifications and an 
updated list of qualifying products. 

http://www.energystar.gov/�


Example: Green Scope of Work

• The contractor shall meet the goals and objectives of 
E.O. [13123] and use Energy Star and energy-efficient 
products in the top 20% of energy efficiency as 
designated by the Department of Energy.
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Energy Star/Energy Efficient Products

66 products in the following categories must 
comply:
– Lighting
– Commercial & Industrial Equipment
– Office Equipment
– Home Electronics
– Food Service Equipment
– Appliances
– Residential Equipment
– Construction & Plumbing Products
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– Compact Fluorescent Lamps 
– Light Fixtures
– Fluorescent Tube Lamps
– Fluorescent Ballasts
– Fluorescent Luminaires
– Exit Signs
– Ceiling Fans
– Traffic Lights 

Energy Star/Energy Efficient Products on 
Schedules 56, 03FAC, and 51V

Lighting
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• Packaged Air Conditioners
• Air-Cooled Electric Chillers
• Water-Cooled Electric Chillers
• Air-Source Heat Pumps
• Ground-Source Heat Pumps
• Commercial Boilers
• Distribution Transformers

Schedules 56, 03FAC, and 51V cont.

Commercial and Industrial Products
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• Refrigerators
• Freezers
• Dishwashers
• Clothes Washers
• Room Air Conditioners
• Dehumidifiers
• Room Air Cleaners

Schedules 56, 03FAC, and 51V cont.

Appliances
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Schedules 56, 03FAC, and 51V cont.

• Faucets
• Showerheads
• Urinals
• Roofing Materials
• Windows, Doors & Skylights
• Electric Water Heaters
• Gas Water Heaters
• Ventilation Fans
• Programmable Thermostats

Construction & Plumbing Products
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Energy Star/Energy Efficient Products

• Solid Door Refrigerators & Freezers
• Gas Griddles
• Fryers
• Hot Food Holding Cabinets
• Steam Cookers
• Beverage Vending Machines
• Water Coolers
• Ice Machines
• Pre-Rinse Spray Valves

Schedule 73:  Food Service Equipment
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Questions 
& 

Answers
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