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Agenda
 Introduction to the 

Green the Capitol 
Initiative

 Green the Capitol Goals

 Office Greening 
Program

 My Green Office Web 
Tool

 Online Demonstration
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Green the Capitol
Leadership by Example

“The House of 
Representatives must lead 
by example, and it is time 
for Congress to act on its 
own carbon footprint.”

-Speaker Nancy Pelosi
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The Capitol Complex
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House Campus Context
 6,100,000 sq. ft in 4 

House Office Buildings
 7,000 Staff in DC
 3,000 Staff across the US
 Preservation as a 

National Historic 
Monument
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U.S. Capitol: 1793
Cannon: 1908
Longworth: 1933
Ford: 1939
Rayburn: 1965
CVC: 2008



Green the Capitol Goals

1. Aggressively reduce the carbon footprint of the 
House of Representatives

2. Reduce the energy consumption by 50% over 10 
years (5% per year starting in 2007)

3. Implement a Zero Landfill waste reduction program

4. Drive sustainable management practices into all 
aspects of House operations

5. Position the House as a Model of Sustainability
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Goal 4 

Drive Sustainable Management Practices 
& Energy Saving Technologies into all 

aspects of House Operations and 
Actions

Ultimately Behavior Change
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Member Office Greening Program
 441 Member Offices 

 24 Committee Offices

 9 Leadership Offices

 Tracks implementation 
of sustainable business 
practices and energy 
savings

 Over 100 CAO 
employees trained

 Over 325 
consultations 
completed to date
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District Office Greening Program
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 900+ District Offices 
across with country

 Over 3,000 employees

 Direct consultations

 Regional workshops

 Teleconferencing 

 Over 200 of the 441 
districts have 
participated to date
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Core 15 Greening Actions

1. Designate a Green Office Representative
2. Recycle Paper
3. Recycle Bottles, Cans, Plastics
4. Compost
5. Recycled Content Paper
6. Reduce Publication Subscriptions
7. Light Switches
8. Transportation Benefits
9. Computer Power Management
10. Smart Power Strips
11. Double-sided printing
12. EPEAT Computer Equipment
13. ENERGY STAR appliances
14. Occupancy Sensors
15. Compact Fluorescent Bulbs
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Stretch Greening Actions

1. ENERGY SAVING ACTIONS

2. GREEN PROCUREMENT 

ACTIONS

3. OUTREACH ACTIONS

4. TRANSPORTATION ACTIONS

5. WASTE REDUCING ACTIONS

6. WATER CONSERVING 

ACTIONS

Examples: 
 Adjust your Thermostat 

+/- 2 degrees 
 Check your heating and 

cooling vents for 
obstructions

 House Hosting Services
 EPEAT computers
 ENERGY STAR Televisions, 

water coolers, and DVD 
players
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My Green Office Demo Site

 Public Demonstration Site:

http://stage.greenthecapitol.icfi.com

Username: Demouser1

Password: Demouser1#
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Get Connected
 Telephone

(202) 225 – 0892

 Email:
Allison.Rogers@mail.house.gov
gtc@mail.house.gov

 Website:
http://cao.house.gov/
greenthecapitol/

 Facebook:
“Green the Capitol” Fan Page

 Twitter:
@greenthecapitol

20

http://cao.house.gov/GreenTheCapitol/

