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Today’s Presentation

• BioPreferred program overview

• A closer look at biobased cleaning products

• Your next steps
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Biobased Products

Products composed 

wholly or significantly of 

biological ingredients –

renewable plant, animal, 

marine or forestry 

materials.
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Goals

• Spur development of biobased industry

• Enhance nation’s energy security

• Reduce nation’s environmental impact
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The two sides of
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Government 

procurement 

program

USDA Certified 

Biobased 

Product label



Federal Procurement Program

• Legislation, regulation, and policy
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http://www.usda.gov/farmbill2002/index.html


Federal Procurement Program

• USDA selects and 

prioritizes categories of 

biobased products for 

identification as "preferred" 

products for Federal 

purchasing

• Federal agencies must give 

preference to 

"BioPreferred" products 

when making  purchases
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Federal Procurement Program

• 64 product categories

– Operations and 

Maintenance

– Construction

– Janitorial and Cleaning

– Vehicle Maintenance

– Food Service

• Additional categories 

coming
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Federal Procurement Program

Janitorial/Cleaning products
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Product Category Minimum 

Biobased 

Content

Bathroom/spa cleaners 74%

Floor cleaners and protectors 77%

General Purpose Household 39%

Industrial Cleaners 41%

Glass Cleaners 49%

Graffiti and Grease Removers 34%

Multipurpose Cleaners 56%



Federal Procurement Program

• Training and tools

• Contract templates
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Federal Procurement Program

• Business guide

• Training modules

• Marketing tools

• Catalog listing

• Certification/label
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http://www.biopreferred.gov/ResourcesforVendors.aspx



USDA Certified Biobased Product Label

• Expand biobased product 

use

• Increase availability of 

information to consumers

• Help manufacturers market 

biobased products

• Serve as an unbiased 

indicator of biobased 

content 
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USDA Certified Biobased Product Label

• Launched February 2011

• Vendors may now apply for 

label

• After certification, may affix 

“USDA Certified Biobased 

Product” label to qualifying 

products.

• Independent third party 

certification by ASTM 

International 
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USDA Certified Biobased Product Label

Webinar on certification process and steps
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www.biopreferred.gov/labeling 



USDA Certified Biobased Product Label
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Activity Number

Applications 
Received

893

Review/Testing in 
Process

348

Certification 517

Failed  (   ) 28



USDA Certified Biobased Product Label
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15%

13%

12%

10%9%

9%

9%

8%

8%

7%

Top Ten Product Categories

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaners - Spot Removers

Intermediate Feedstocks

Animal Habitat Care Products

Animal Odor Control and Deodorant

Graffiti and Grease Removers

Industrial Cleaners

Multipurpose Cleaners

Hand Cleaners and Sanitizers - Hand Cleaners

General Purpose Household Cleaners

Bathroom and Spa Cleaners



Your Next Steps

• Investigate your local PTAC

(http://www.aptac-us.org/new)

• Register your company and biobased products with the 

BioPreferred program

(http://www.biopreferred.gov/ProductSubmissionNew.aspx)

• Learn about the procurement tools and training USDA 

offers
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http://www.aptac-us.org/new
http://www.aptac-us.org/new
http://www.aptac-us.org/new
http://www.biopreferred.gov/ProductSubmissionNew.aspx


Thank You!


