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GSA Water Footprint 

Leadership – Administrator, OGP/OFHPGB  

DOE Water Working Group and working with DOD

GSA Water Reduction Goals – EO 13514

Policy Development and Implementation

Fed Gov Water – Opportunities and Threats
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GSA Water Footprint

• 365 mil sf
• DC – HQ
• 11 Regions
• 150 Field Offs
• 9,625 Bldgs
• over 400 
agencies, 
bureaus, 
commissions
• $8.5 Billion 



GSA Water Footprint

• Targets Based on 2007 Baseline usage

 3,115,303 Thousand Gallons

• % reduction will be impacted by:

o Drought and other severe weather

o Occupancy 

o GSF

• Regional Approach 



GSA Water Footprint – Users

End Use:

Office

Source: www.femp.energy.gov



GSA Water Footprint

• Integrated Wtr

& Energy Mgmt

• Lifecycle 

Analysis

• ESCO bundling

• UESCs



GSA Water Footprint – Example 



LEADERSHIP

• FED GOV, State, Local?...

• GSA –

 Administrator – ZEF

 OGP/OFHPGB – Policy&Tech

 PBS – Regions

• DOE, DOD, EPA 

• LAWS, EOs…
“Zeffy”



LEADERSHIP

GSA “Minimum Performance Criteria for Recovery Projects”

New Construction and Full Modernization:
Federal Buildings, Courthouses and Land Ports of Entry

• Potable – at least 20% less than EPAct92, UPC06, IPC06

• Potable for irrigation – at least 50% less than baseline…Smart 
controls

• Eval Strategies for rainwater collection…flushing, cooling tower, 
irr

• HVAC – condensate recovery

• Manage to the 95th percentile rain event onsite…infiltration, 
reuse…

• EPA’s WaterSense labeled products



DOE Water Working Group



Working with DOD



GSA Water Reduction Targets



GSA Water Reduction Targets – How?

• GSA will meet water consumption reduction targets in Federal 
buildings by reducing facility water use intensity to 12.4 gallons
of potable water per gross square foot of space by FY 2020. This 
amounts to a 26% reduction from the FY 2007 baseline of 15.53 
gal/GSF. 

• GSA will use a structured management process to: 
(1) Set annual water reduction targets; 
(2) Implement water management best practices; 
(3) Identify, prioritize, and implement water saving investments; 

and 
(4) Track water consumption and measure results to inform 

future-year goals and investment selection criteria. 



GSA Water Reduction Targets – Year 1



Policy Development and Implementation



Policy Development and Implementation

Incorporating 

this thinking

into the 

revamping of 

the GSA 

Water 

Management 

Guide



Fed Gov Water – Opportunities 

• EO 13514 sets requirements

• CNA Study – “Mater of National Security”…

• Lack of Energy Policy – potential for 

integration…

• Emerging Technologies…Recycling, cooling 

towers, xeriscape…

• Jobs – save water here…



Fed Gov Water - Threats

• Tied to “Climate Change”…

• History of inclusion with “Cap and Trade”…

• Water not metered…free…

• Huge local disparities…(Detroit $1.13 – Denver $0.53) ( 

Philly $1.21 – Phoenix $0.85 ) (San Diego $1.65 – Tijuana $0.31)

• Attitudes…cognitive bias…



Questions?


